REPORT FROM THE ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE





Remit


To promote the aims of BSPP and the needs of its members through development and use of electronic communication.





Membership


Peter Mills (Chair), Peter Scott, Adrian Newton (BSPPWeb), Roy Johnson, John Antoniw, Gary Foster (MPPOL).








BSPPWeb 1999





BSPPWeb is now an integral part of the Society’s life. Changes to the site this year have seen BSPPWeb mature into a ‘third generation site’.  Responsibility for this lies mainly with John Clarkson (from HRI) who has spent many hours this year developing the site.  John has recently taken over from Adrian Newton as Webmanager. 


It is appropriate, on behalf of BSPP, to formally thank Adrian Newton for his pioneering work as Webmanager since instigation of the Web in 1993.  Without Adrian BSPP may not have had a Web site, certainly not one of the quality that we all now enjoy.








MPPOL





Molecular Plant Pathology On-line, the world’s first electronic journal dedicated to plant pathology will cease to publish new papers on December 31, 1999.  This on-line journal, created by BSPP in 1996, has been a rapid vehicle for publication of a wide range of papers on a variety of aspects of molecular pathology from scientists around the world.





Papers published in MPPOL can be accessed at the BSPP website address and BSPP is fully committed to maintaining indefinitely an archive of this journal.





BSPP would like to express thanks to all of those who have helped create, contributed to, edited and supported MPPOL.





The advances made in technology and the experience gained in creating and running MPPOL form an excellent foundation for the launch of the new journal Molecular Plant Pathology.








Molecular Plant Pathology


BSPP will launch a new journal, Molecular Plant Pathology, in January 2000.  This is a major development both for the Society and for the science of plant pathology, as it will create a new outlet for high quality papers in the rapidly growing field of the molecular biology of plant-pathogen interactions.  Molecular Plant Pathology will be published bi-monthly and will be available in print and also an on-line format. Further information is available from the Blackwell Science web-site: http://www.blackwell-science.com/online.








New Disease Reports


New Disease Reports (NDR) is an exciting new venture of the Society and the Association of Applied Biologists and will be launched in January 2000. NDR will provide a mechanism for rapid on-line reporting of outbreaks of plant pathogens on a global scale. Papers will be published on the BSPP web page and annually within Plant Pathology. Further information can be found on www.bspp.org.uk/ndr.


