BSPP Membership Secretary’s Annual Report





Membership currently stands at 723. In calculating this figure, I have stuck to the usual BSPP convention of including members who have joined towards the end of 1999, and whose subscriptions therefore count for 2000. The total is therefore subject to change and the final number will be reported to BSPP Council next year.





However, there will still be a substantial drop from last year’s total of 776. The drop is largely amongst student members and it is likely that what we are seeing is a post ICPP98 drop. I have included previous years' figures for comparison in table 1.





Year			1996	1997	1998	1999


BSPP Membership	689	744	776	723





While membership remains healthy, there is no room for complacency.  In particular, we need to make use of the recruitment opportunity afforded to us by the new journal. In the coming year, I will be working alongside the new BSPP Publicity Officer in order to look at ways of boosting membership.





At present, the renewals for 2000 are pouring in. It is too early to say what effect the launch of Molecular Plant Pathology will have on Plant Pathology subscriptions but there will clearly be some decline. However I am struck by the fact that new recruits are opting for the new journal by a factor of about 2 to 1.





This has been a difficult year in terms of workload (both BSPP and non-BSPP) and I thank members for their patience when I have not been able to respond to queries immediately. I expect that the coming year will also present difficulties, as both Blackwell and myself adjust our respective systems to cope with the new, multi-option membership. 2001 should be a much more settled year, with all the teething problems sorted out – just in time to hand it all over to someone else!





Kevin O’Donnell


BSPP Membership Secretary


6 December, 1999


