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The Journal


Molecular Plant Pathology, is published bi-monthly by BSPP and Blackwells and welcomes submissions from all areas of molecular plant pathology including research on diseases caused by fungi, oomycetes, viruses, nematodes, bacteria, insects, parasitic plants and other organisms. Molecular Plant Pathology is especially interested in manuscripts emphasising molecular analyses of pathogens, determinants affecting host response to plant pathogens or the interaction of both.





In addition to the principal content of full length and short research papers, Molecular Plant Pathology will also include technical advances, along with major and microreviews on areas of particular interest and importance.





The journal is dedicated to minimising the time between submission, review and publication and to providing a high quality forum for original research in molecular plant pathology.








The Editorial Board


The journal has a team of nine Senior Editors, covering all major areas of pathology, and with good geographical coverage.  The Senior Editors include Ulla Bonas (Germany), John Draper (UK), Jean Greenberg (USA), Sarah Gurr (UK), Eric Holub (UK), Andrew Jackson (USA), Andrew Maule (UK), Richard Oliver (Denmark), John Ryals (USA).  This team is backed up by an excellent Editorial Board, comprising 51 international scientists who are all leaders in their field.








Journal Design


The journal cover and format have now been designed.  Our aim was to have a distinctive front cover that would not only attract the attention of readers, but would also set the high standards in design and presentation for the journal.  The format of papers will allow the papers to be presented at the highest standards.








Publicity


An attractive colour postcard announcing Molecular Plant Pathology was produced in late June 1999.  This featured the chosen cover design, details of the Aims and Scope of the journal, and a listing of Editors and Editorial Board.  Recipients were referred to the website for further information - such as Instructions to Authors and subscription prices.





25,000 copies of the postcard were printed and have been distributed world-wide, through mailing lists, society membership lists, journal deliveries, and at the majority of international conferences in late 1999.


The web page established by Blackwell Science is already receiving as many hits on the ‘Aims’ and ‘Instructions to Authors’ pages, as some of the established journals.








Launch 2000


Issue 1 has now been completed, and contains 12 papers representing excellent reviews and articles from the JI symposium on ATTACK AND DEFENCE IN PLANT DISEASE and should get the journal off to a very good start (a table of contents, front cover and proofs of this first issue will be available at the AGM).  Issue 2, contains the first 'real' research papers, and is nearing completion.  We also have several papers at various stages of review for future issues.  The journal has handled more papers in the few months since the ‘call for papers’ was announced, than the equivalent period of MPPOL.








Summary


The launch of the journal, in collaboration with Blackwells, was a bold and forward-looking decision made by BSPP Council. It is obviously early days as yet, but we can at least observe that the journal is moving in the right direction.
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