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PUBLICATION





Impact factor. Last year I was able to report that the impact factor of the journal had risen above 1.0 for the first time in 1997. Unfortunately this improvement was not maintained and the factor for 1998 was given as 0.842. I am suspicious of the fluctuations in our impact factor, and note that no statistical variance is given for these data. Anyway, the impact factor has not had a great impact on the number of papers submitted to the journal, which has continued to increase slowly.





New format. The cover design for the sub-A4 format was launched successfully and 6 issues were produced, each with a different cover illustration. I hope members and readers found the cover design attractive and the illustrations of suitable quality.





Page allowance. As reported last year, the page allowance for the new format was 804 but the pages produced totalled 846. This occurred because of a rather large number of papers appeared after some delay towards the end of the year. The allowance for next year has been set at 820. It is difficult to know how many papers will actually be completed in a given year, and how many pages each will produce. There is not a very close relationship between pages submitted and pages produced, because of layouts for figures and tables, font sizes and so on.





Sales. The data show a continued decline in the number of full subscription sales with a further loss in 1999 from 590 to 544, although this might not be the final figure for the year. In addition, for the first time, Blackwells reported the number of online only subscribers, totalling 5 in 1999 who pay 90% of the price for the paper edition. They also indicated the sale of 160 consortial licences for provision of online versions of journals to consortia such as those for higher education establishments. This will generate income in future years.





Papers published. Of papers published in 1998, 70% were submitted by and processed with authors overseas, much the same as in recent years. The number of papers published was 103, in line with previous levels after discontinuation of the new and unusual records.





Price. The price for 1999 was £350 for UK subscribers and will be £378 for 2000. These rises seem to be inevitable and Blackwells continue to assure us that the page price of Plant Pathology is still low compared with that of many other journals.





Production dates. Issues have been produced several days late this year always for different reasons. The October and December issues were the first to be on time, but unfortunately, the cover illustration on the December issue was not a good colour and the printers have had to produce a new cover, thus again causing delay in the distribution.





Submissions. The number of normal scientific papers submitted, including reviews and letters, but omitting book reviews, from 1/12/98 to 1/12/99 was 223 and this might produce a rise of several papers for the full year. There are still many authors who think it worthwhile to publish in Plant Pathology.





Rate of rejection. I calculated the rate of rejection from mid-1998 to mid-1999 to allow for the fact that rejection tends to be quicker than acceptance. The rate appeared to be 42%, which may be slightly lower than in recent years. If so, I would attribute it to the very hard work done by editors to help authors to achieve publication of their papers.





Editorial Board. I have given the current number as 41. This includes some new members, but also some that are just about to retire. I wish to record thanks to these for their vital contribution to the running of the journal. They include G. D. Foster who is retiring because of his commitment to the new BSPP journal Molecular Plant Pathology, J. Frantzen and D. R. Knott. 


�
Actions on preparation and refereeing of papers. Speed of publication for papers accepted averaged 10.2 months but ranged from 5 to 23. Publication periods of much above 12 months are always due to slowness of authors to revise their papers. Although Blackwells suggested they would organise the issue of proofs via e-mail, this has not yet become standard practise.





Acknowledgements. I wish again to record my thanks to Jean Stamps for continuing to perform technical adjudication reading of final scripts with great skill and detecting many errors not noticed by other readers, including editors and, more disgracefully, authors. This year she was joined by Sue Brooks, who performed a similar operation for an increasing proportion of the papers and whom I would therefore include in my thanks. I would also like, again this year, to thank Fiona Bennett who is my Editorial Assistant, without whom I could not cope with looking after the journal. Jean Stamps will finish working on the journal next March, at the same time as I also complete my time as Senior Editor and a small memento will be presented to her on behalf of the BSPP. 





Retirement from the position of Senior Editor. By the end of this year I will have completed five years as Senior Editor. This was my agreed length of commitment and I have therefore chosen to retire from March 2000. I am grateful to the BSPP for the confidence placed in me to undertake this job, and for the challenge that it gave me. The Society is fortunate in having a new volunteer for the Senior Editorship of this journal, who is Richard Shattock of Bangor University. We have had liaison meetings and the hand-over of the job will be done in progressive stages from the beginning of March. I wish Richard every success, and hope that the journal will continue to survive and flourish.





Data on the publication of Plant Pathology





PUBLICATION


		


Volume				42	43	44	45	46	47	48	49


		


Papers published		119	144	120	126	103	97	103





% Overseas papers		57	63	67	-	68	73	70





Pages Budgeted		920	1104	1200	1200	1200	804	804	820


				+42	+42	+42	+42	+42	+30	+30	+30





Pages published		940	1088	1094	1167	1003	810	846


				+42	+42	+36	+46	+37	+30	+30





Subscribers			692	658	654	637	617	590	544


										+51


Members			699	690	675	662	690	776	721





UK Price (£)			199	240	260	280	298	318	350	378








�
SUBMISSIONS			1993	1994	1995	1996	1997	1998	1999	2000


Total submissions		220	220	208	208	210	217	223





Time to editorial 


decision (months)		3.8	4.3	-	-	-	-	-





For 1999, of papers submitted from 8/6/98 to 7/6/99:


% rejected			53	46	55.8	50	64	56	42





Of papers submitted since the start of 1998





Time to rejection		-	-	-	2.8	2.9	2.8	2.3	2.5


Time to acceptance		-	-	-	5.0	5.9	4.3	5.7	4.4





Total publication time for papers published in 1998 (months)





				12.5	12.2	11.7	10.9	10.5	11.3	10.2


Range									6-24	5-23


Number of editors		37	33	36	36	44	38	41


