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BSPP Newsletter: report for AGM 2000

Two issues of the Newsletter were produced in 2000.  It was distributed to members who receive Plant Pathology in the April and October issues and sent separately to members who do not receive Plant Pathology.

From 2001, there will be three issues a year, which will be sent to all members in February, June and October. It will be distributed together with other items as a “members mailing”.  The timing is intended to allow programmes of conferences in the Easter, summer and Christmas vacations to appear in the previous issue of the newsletter. The June mailing will contain nomination forms for elections to the Board; voting papers will be distributed separately, in early September.

An editorial assistant is employed on a freelance basis to work on the Newsletter.  The Board believes that the workload for academics is now so great that it is no longer reasonable to expect an elected Board member to do all the editing of the Newsletter.

In terms of content, a large part of the newsletter is now taken up with conference reports.  I am encouraging those who write these reports to be concise and relevant, so that most reports take one page of the newsletter. However, I welcome longer reports if both the conference reported and the report itself are interesting.  Several hardy perennials contribute to the People and Places pages in all or most issues.  These are, of course, very welcome and I hope they will continue, but I would also welcome contributions from other places where plant pathologists work – small snippets of recent news are just as welcome as longer articles.
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