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Membership currently stands at 807; the first time that membership has broken through the 800 barrier.  This is undoubtedly good news and marks a genuine increase in membership, largely driven by Molecular Plant Pathology. However, two caveats need to be included. The first is the usual one that in calculating this figure, I have stuck to the BSPP convention of including members who have joined towards the end of 2000 (in time for the December conference), and whose subscriptions therefore count for 2001. I have stuck to this arrangement because it allows meaningful comparison with previous years.  Membership figures from 1996 are summarised in table 1. 

Table 1 BSPP Membership

Year
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000

BSPP Membership
689
744
776
723
807

The second caveat is that the figures include around 50 people who were added as editors of Molecular Plant Pathology (see table 2 for breakdown of membership types). It is BSPP policy that anyone contributing to the society by editing a journal should be given a ‘free’ membership in return for their contribution. The editors of Plant Pathology had been given ‘free’ memberships in a previous year, however this had negligible effect on the membership figures, as virtually all of them were already members. 

Table 2 BSPP members by membership type, 2000

Type
Full
Student
Retired
Unsal.
Editor
Hon.
Bursary

Number
514
141
24
12
91
8
3

The increasing popularity of Molecular Plant Pathology, combined with the maintenance of Plant Pathology’s established position, offers the opportunity of a further increase in 2001. New publicity material is being prepared to take advantage of this.

This is the first year that members have had more than one journal subscription option. The breakdown of the different subscription options is shown in Table 3. 

Table 3 BSPP Journal Subscription Options 2000

Journal
Plant Pathology
Molecular Plant Pathology
Both journals
No journal
 Synergy (only taken with a journal)

Number
517
179
89
22
72

In general, 2000 has been a difficult year in membership secretary terms, due to the problems posed by the introduction of multi-option subscriptions. Now that this is done, I expect 2001 to be easier. The coming year will see major modifications to the membership database making it much easier to enter and retrieve membership data.  

 Kevin O’Donnell

Membership Secretary 
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