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It has been a remarkable year in many ways for the new journal from BSPP and Blackwells.  We have managed to assemble an excellent line-up of Senior Editors backed-up with a truly international Editorial Board.  Targets set for the journal in its first year were very ambitious and yet we are pleased to report that all have been met.  We have compiled and published all 6 issues in year 1, page number targets have been met, and we have already passed our targets for circulation of the journal.

More importantly, the standard of the papers and the quality of publishing/presentation have both been very high.  Our Pathogen Profiles, in which authors provide an overview on past and present information on a chosen pathogen, have proved very popular.  These Pathogen reviews will be complemented with major reviews on particular research areas in the coming year, covering topics such as DNA microarrays, mycotoxins and infection structures.

In our original aims of the journal we stated that … ‘the journal is dedicated to minimising the time between submission, review and publication and to providing a high quality forum for original research in molecular plant pathology’.  With an efficient and friendly editorial office headed by Dr Diane Hird, in collaboration with our Senior Editors, reviewers and our publishers Blackwells, we have managed to have very fast review and publication times.

I must use the report to thank this remarkable team behind the journal, our Senior Editors, Ulla Bonas, John Draper, Jean Greenberg, Sarah Gurr, Eric Holub, Andrew Jackson, Andrew Maule, Richard Oliver and John Ryals, the members of the Editorial Board, the Editorial Assistant Diane Hird, and all the team at Blackwell Science.

If the last year has been an exciting launch of this new journal, the future looks to be positively thrilling.

Gary D. Foster

Editor-in-Chief

