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New Disease Reports (NDR) was launched at the December 1999 BSPP Presidential Conference in Oxford, UK

The striking publicity produced for the launch, designed by Linda Crossley at CSL, has caught the eye of many plant pathologists.  This, coupled with easy access via the BSPP website, managed by John Clarkson at HRI Wellesbourne, has led to an encouraging submission of 23 reports in the first year of NDR.

Initially, most submissions originated in the UK, even for those new disease situations occurring in other parts of the world.  However, as the year has progressed NDR has “gone global” in every sense.

In total 10 papers originated in the UK with the remaining coming from all parts of the globe.  Twelve submissions were “fungal in nature” with a reasonably even split between the remaining 11 papers for viruses, bacteria and phytoplasma reports.

Of the 23 submissions, 11 will be published in the December issue of Plant Pathology. The remaining submissions are pending editing, with the exception of two which have been rejected.

A decision has been taken to publish papers biannually in Plant Pathology to accommodate the volume of submissions as well as the lead in time of six months for the journal.

During the year, requests, both formal and informal for including nematodes as well as other invertebrates have been received. Initial interest by nematologists waned however, when they were asked to assist with editorship.

Costs of New Disease Reports have been kept to a minimum, publicity costs at the outset were shared in part, with some contribution from the AAB. The involvement of the AAB ceased halfway through the year 2000, since there was some discussion and concern over future financial contribution.

The editorial board comprises 12 editors, three each for mycology, phytoplasmas, virology, and bacteriology. Turnaround time has varied considerably between papers with some being processed within three weeks, with others still pending acceptance after eight months. Generally speaking, the authors and editors have worked well together achieving relatively rapid publication. 

All those involved in New Disease Reports are to be congratulated on fulfilling a need that has been wanting since the demise of New or Unusual Records. I envisage New Disease Reports will continue to grow in popularity.

