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The transfer of the office of Senior Editor from Cambridge to Bangor was successfully completed between late spring and early summer.

Approximately 103 original papers have been published in Volume 49, a similar number as in the previous three years.  This year, however, the total includes 11 single page New Disease Reports.  The percentage of overseas papers published (70%) also remains fairly constant.  Volume 49 is within its budgeted number of pages and the same number (820) has been estimated for Volume 50.

The total number of submissions (199) indicates an 11% decline over the previous year.  The rejection rate for the year 2000 (50%) is similar to the 5 year average.  The same is true for the interval between receipt and rejection (2.6 months), receipt and acceptance (5.3 months) and the time from receipt to publication (10.3 months).

The impact factor was 0.95 for 1999, an increase from 0.84 for the previous year.

Sales of Plant Pathology declined at about the average for Blackwell Science titles i.e. 7% for 1999 and a further decline is anticipated.  In addition to nine institutions taking both paper and online subscription, 284 institutions worldwide have signed consortia-site licences.  These licences generate income too.

The Board of BSPP took the decision to raise the subscription price to £408 from £378.  A 10% loss of income was predicted if the subscription price remained unchanged coupled with falling sales.

The Editorial Board is 33 strong at the end of this year.  I wish to record my thanks to the continuing members of the Board and those who have retired.  They are; R.I. Harris, G. Hughes, B.G. Lewis, D.A.C. Pink, D.B. Redfern, J.A. Turner and R.K.S. Wood.  New members of the Board are R.M. Cooper and B.D. L. Fitt.

I should also like to thank Sue Brooks and Fiona Bennett who read and check accepted manuscripts and with me get final copy ready for sending to press.  My thanks also to Jenny Shattock who acts as Editorial Assistant running the database and managing to keep manuscripts in order throughout the various stages from submission to publication.

Finally, I record my thanks to Roy Johnson who helped on many occasions and in different ways to transfer numerous hard copy and electronic files and patiently provided helpful advice on how to run the journal.

Richard Shattock

Data on the publication of Plant Pathology
Publication

Volume


44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Papers published

120
126
103
97
103
103a
Overseas papers (%)
-
-
68
73
70
70

Pages budgeted

1200
1200
1200
804
804
820
820




+42
+42
+42
+30
+30
+30
+30

Pages published

1094
1167
1003
810
846
818




+36
+46
+37
+30
+30
+30

Subscribers

654
637
617
590
544
528 b
Members

675
662
690
776
721
673c
UK Price (£)

280
298
318
350
375
408

Submissions

1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000

Total


208
208
210
217
223
199d
Rejected (%)

56
50
64
56
46
50e
Months to rejection
2.8
2.9
2.8
2.3
2.5
2.6 e
Months to acceptance
5.0
5.9
4.3
5.7
4.4
5.3 e
Months from receipt to publication





11.7
10.9
10.5
11.3
10.2
10.3

Range





6-24
5-23
4-18

Number of editors
36
36
44
38
41
33

Impact factor

0.84
0.83
1.07
0.84
0.95

a Includes 11 New Disease Reports

b Includes nine combined on-line and paper subscribers

c Includes 69 on-line only

d From 1/12/99 to 30/11/2000

e From 8/6/99 to 7/6/00

