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1999:

BSPP Presidential Meeting 1999: Biotic Interactions in Plant-Pathogen Associations. Hertford College, Oxford, 19-22 December 1999. In association with AAB Virology Group.

The Presidential Meeting in 1999 attracted some 125 registered delegates from a dozen countries, following the normal pattern of leaving registration to the last minute.  Several delegates turned up without booking and accommodation was found for them at that time.  In general, the meeting was successful with a broad scientific programme, which spanned plant-virus interactions through bacteria, fungi, nematodes insects and mites.  A book of papers based on the meeting will be published with Mike Jeger and Nicolas Spence (AAB Virology Group convenor) as editors.  

Parking, or the lack thereof, proved to be the main negative aspect of the meeting, which otherwise benefited from the intimate atmosphere of an Oxford College venue and city centre location.

The meeting held the annual P. H. Gregory offered paper competition for which there was a record nine entrants.  Also a Poster competition, sponsored by AAB, which attracted some ten entrants.  In all there were 25 offered posters at the meeting.

John Clarkson reported on the meeting as a delegate in the Spring issue of the Newsletter, which gives a good flavour of the conference. The meeting was organised in collaboration with the AAB Virology Group, and I must record my thanks to Nicola Spence for her help in putting this meeting together.  I also owe a dept of thanks to the Mrs Morag Hay of SAC for her work organising the bookings.  I have spent much of the time since the meeting paying off that favour!

2000:

Several scientific meetings took place in 2000 with BSPP support including the 5th Congress of the European Foundation for Plant Pathology at Taormina, Italy from 18-22 September 2000.  This international meeting considered 'Biodiversity in Plant Pathology'. Richard Shattock attended the meeting on behalf of BSPP.

Other BSPP sponsored meetings in 2000 included the Molecular Biology of Fungal Pathogens 2000 meeting at The University of East Anglia from 26 to 28th July; and also the Powdery Mildew Workshop organised by Sarah Gurr.  BSPP also sponsored Dr Nigel Hardwick as the keynote speaker at the March meeting of the Scottish Mycology and Plant Pathology Club at SCRI, Dundee.  In addition, the Society made a contribution to the Satellite Workshop on Crop Production under Cool Long Days, which took place in August in Edinburgh - organised as part or the 3rd Crop Science Congress. These meetings represent the commitment BSPP continues to make in supporting local plant pathology groups and focused scientific workshops and are a valued aspect of the Society's programme.

BSPP Presidential Meeting 2000 Plant-pathogen interactions: understanding mechanisms of resistance and pathogenicity for disease control, 19 to 22 December 2000, Wye College, Wye, Kent.

This current meeting is the main residential meeting of the Society in 2000.  We appear to have a substantial number of delegates, 199 at the time of writing and an interesting programme.  I hope you are enjoying the meeting.

2001:

SMPPC meeting, March 2001

The March meeting of the Scottish Mycology and Plant Pathology Club will be organised jointly with BSPP.  This one-day offered papers meeting will focus on the theme of 'Diagnostics in Plant Disease Control'.  Details and a call for papers will be co-ordinated by Fiona Burnett, SMPPC Secretary.

Sclerotinia 2001: The 11th International Sclerotinia Workshop. Central Science Laboratory, York, UK, 8-12 July 2001 BSPP is supporting the 11th International Sclerotinia Workshop to be held at CSL in July 2001.  The workshop is aimed at researchers, students, advisors and extension workers with an interest in Sclerotinia and the diseases caused by this genus.  Accommodation will be in York and there will be opportunities to tour research facilities in the area.  The meeting will feature a Keynote speaker: Prof. Linda Kohn of the University of Toronto, and the remainder of the programme will consist of offered papers.  Fifty-nine abstracts have been received to date, from 13 countries.  Details on the meeting are available from Nigel Hardwick at CSL.

BSPP Presidential Meeting December 2001

Details of the 2001 Presidential meeting will be announced in the New year. The overall theme will be on Epidemiology, reflecting the interest of the President for 2001, Prof. Chris Gilligan.  Several venues are currently under negotiation, including Edinburgh and Bath.

The society will continue to support Plant Pathology research and education in the forthcoming year both through its main meetings and also by the support it gives to external meetings including the Molecular Biology of Fungal Pathogens series of meetings and local/regional Plant Pathology Clubs. 
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