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Board meetings 2000:

The Board of Directors of the British Society of Plant Pathology has met four times this year. The first meeting of the year was on 16th February at the Linnean Society. At this meeting it was agreed that all Senior Editors of Society publications should receive an Honorarium for their work on behalf of the Society. The Senior Editor of Plant Pathology and the Editor in Chief of Molecular Plant Pathology receive Honoraria from Blackwells. It was then agreed that the Senior Editor of New Disease reports and the Editor of the Newsletter should also receive Honoraria. Editors of Molecular Plant Pathology should receive free membership of the Society. Other items discussed at this meeting, in addition to the routine reports included the finalising of the nomination of David Yarham for the BCPC medal, to be submitted alongside the existing nomination of Peter Scott. I am pleased to report that both nominations were accepted and that in November at the BCPC Pests and Diseases meeting, both were awarded the BCPC medal for services to crop protection. Two of the three medallists were therefore BSPP nominations. The BSPP is an affiliated Society of the Institute of Biology and this meeting also included a discussion and subsequent response to the Jameison report from the Institute of Biology. One of the proposals in that report for the formation of a 'Biosciences Federation' did not gain the approval of the Board, and a response was sent to the IoB indicating the feelings of the Board. Dr Jane Thompson, the Archivist for the Society also attended this meeting, and reported on the content of the Societies archives. 

The next meeting of the Board was on the 3 May 2000. As is customary, all Senior Officers of the Society and Committee Chairs presented reports to the Board. In addition Dr Hall reported on a meeting of the UKNCM that she had attended on behalf of the Society. That meeting favoured the option of the IoB forming a working party to explore further the need for a "Biosciences Federation". Dr Hall reported to that meeting the views of the BSPP Board. At this meeting an hour or so was spent discussing the initial report by Parenthesis on publicity and marketing for the Society. 

The July 3rd meeting was held at Imperial College, and the Senior Officers all presented reports on their areas of responsibility. A format was agreed for the process of electing Board Members and the Vice President, Mr Tim Holmes of Parenthesis also attended this meeting and made a presentation of new designs for publicity material. The President reported on the BMS Mycology Initiative, and this was welcomed by the Board and there were discussions on future collaboration. During the year there has been regular liaison with and discussion of business raised by the ISPP, BCPC and IoB. ISPP discussions have included the Task Force on Global Food Security which has received funding from the BSPP, the BCPC medal nominations and other BCPC business, and also various items from the IoB including the Jameison report. Your secretary has attended meetings of the Affiliated Societies Forum of the IoB where there have been lectures from the Chief Scientist, the Chair of the Parliamentary Science and Technology Committee, and also the Director of the Parliamentary office of Science and technology (POST). Dr Simon Archer has attended meetings of the Agriculture Sciences Committee of the IoB, when this was possible. 

The November meeting was able to welcome two of the new Board members, Dr Elaine Ward and Dr Alison Lees. The routine reports were delivered by officers of the society and several items then received further discussion. The BSPP sponsors several conferences a year, and a format has now been agreed for this. The Treasurer will notify the recipients, not only of the amount that they are to receive but also of their responsibilities, namely that the BSPP logo must be used on publicity, and that BSPP publicity must be available at the event. After the conference or workshop, a copy of the accounts needs to be lodged with the Treasurer and a report on the event written and submitted to the newsletter. This report back is essential if further funds are to be received. There was also discussion on the ISPP Task Force on Global Security, and the Board felt that the way forward was to ask new Board member Dr Mark Holderness to organise a conference for the Society on plant pathology in developing countries and to use BSPP money to sponsor delegates to that conference from the developing world. As Dr David Cooke was retiring from the Board, Dr Lesley Boyd agreed to take over as Chair of the Education committee. Dr Lucas has since been asked and has agreed to take over the running of the fellowship committee. Finally it was reported to the Board that New Disease Reports is now solely sponsored by the BSPP.

Honorary Member:

During the year Dr Roy Johnston retired as Senior Editor of the Journal Plant Pathology. Subsequently he was recommended for Honorary Membership of the Society, and he has accepted the invitation.

Elections:

Drs David E.Ll.Cooke, Peter Mills and Claire Sansford are all elected Board members who retire from the Board at the end of 2000. Dr Claire Sansford will continue to attend the Board as Senior Editor of New Disease. Those in attendance at the Board meetings have full speaking rights, but no voting rights. Over the summer elections for the Board and Vice president were held. More members voted than in any previous election (over 250) and as a result, Prof. John Lucas was elected Vice president, and Dr Elaine Ward, Dr Mark Holderness and Dr Alison Lees were elected to the Board with effect from 1st January 2001.

Thank you:

The Society would like to thank all outgoing members of the Board for the dedicated work that they have done, which enables the Society to run smoothly. The Society would also like to thank the President for 2000, Prof. John Mansfield for all his hard work in Chairing meetings of the Board and guiding the Society through the year. Voluntary work for a Society such as the BSPP can be demanding, and the overall health of the Society is due to the hard work of all Board members and officers. We record our thanks to the Board for 2000.
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