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To date 48 requests have been received in 2000 for Travel Grants.  Most of these have been met and their value ranged from c£500 to less than £100 and for meetings in both the UK, Europe North  and South America and Australasia.  There were many requests from young and student members and this is to be welcomed.  However, there was some concern that joining the Society was just to give access to the travel grant fund.  We hope that individual’s commitment to plant pathology and the Society will continue wherever they pursue their careers.  Several grant requests were received from overseas members who often prefaced their request with “Am I eligible”.  All Society members are eligible but decisions have to be made when funds are limited.

A real concern, however, is that some beneficiaries of Travel Grants are slow, unwilling and off-hand in meeting the very modest obligations the Society imposes on grantees.  As not all requests can be met and there are many who would like to go to meetings but cannot, it seems only appropriate that those who do go with the support of the Society, and thus the rest of the membership, should let everyone else know what the conference was about, what points of scientific interest came up and give a personal view on the value of the meeting.

The lack of funding generally is of great concern to all in plant pathology and during the year the financial difficulties of components of the scientific community have been clear.  It is to be hoped, and it would help if this was made clear in grant requests, what other sources have been approached.  It is interesting how few grants are turned down when we never offer more than 50% of the requested costs and the home organisation professes to have no funds. However, it is recognised that some individuals make appreciable personal contributions

The Travel Grant fund is clearly an important  component of the Society’s activities and if, as in 2000, more than 5% of the membership benefits, then it would seem that it is doing this very well.

Roger Plumb.  Chairman of the Travel Grant Committee.
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