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2001 saw the launch of a newly designed and improved BSPPWeb in February from a new server conveniently located in the building opposite my office at HRI Wellesbourne although at times it has seemed much further away! The change in server host has allowed an improved BSPP database to be implemented (despite having to change members passwords) as well as a site search engine with exclusive searching for New Disease Reports and the abstracts of ICPP98. More significantly, an online discussion forum was also developed and despite limited use so far, this is likely to become a more important feature in the future.

The new BSPPWeb 'green' cellular lay out was based on the image overhaul of the BSPP by graphics design company Parenthesis and gradually BSPPWeb is being populated by some eye-catching photos and pictures. The new web design was also a chance to update and improve some of the more established pages for the journals Plant Pathology and Molecular Plant Pathology and the latter now includes regular abstracts and images from the Pathogen Profiles. The other BSPP online journal New Disease Reports also had an image change and there is a healthy flow of new articles being published regularly. Other changes to BSPPWeb have included an updated Archives area and personal profiles of all the BSPP board members. More recently, BSPPWeb has entered the online gaming world with the addition of the 'Amaizing Plant Disease Game' based on a CD version previously developed with help from the BSPP. Visit these pages and you have a chance to grow a crop of maize and try and make a profit with wise use of variety, fertiliser and fungicides.

I hope BSPP members find the new design of BSPPWeb more appealing and more useful and any comments and suggestions are always gratefully received.
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