BSPP Membership Secretary’s Annual Report, December 2001

Membership currently stands at around 788. This represents a slight decrease on the 2000 figure.  I think this is in large part due to the absence of a December conference this year, as this has always been a major source of new members. However, this shortfall is likely to be made up by Roger Plumb’s Presidential meeting in July 2002.

Membership figures from 1996 are summarised in table 1.

Table 1 BSPP Membership

Year
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001

BSPP Membership
689
744
776
723
807
788

The total breaks down as shown in table 2. One thing I should mention is the relatively high number of people who receive free memberships, in recognition for their efforts as editors of one of the journals.  This strategy was decided on by the BSPP Board and I thought it would be worthwhile to explain some of the reasoning behind this. Partly, it was a desire to encourage people to continue to devote time as editors despite increasing demands on everyone’s time. There was also a desire to use it as a tool to increase membership, particularly amongst the target audience for Molecular Plant Pathology, which was, in some ways, an extension of the potential membership of the BSPP.  I see signs of this working, with new members from editors’ labs. The MPP editors will be replaced at the end of 2002, and the acid test of the strategy will be how many of them renew their membership at that point.

Table 2 BSPP members by membership type, 2001 (2000)

Type
Full
Student
Retired
Unsal.
Editor
Hon.
Bursary

Number
489 (514)
136 (141)
31 (24)
11 (12)
105 (91)
8 (8)
8 (3)

This is the second year where members have been able to choose between different journal options. The breakdown of the different subscription options is shown in table 3.

Table 3 BSPP Journal Subscription Options 2001 (2000)

Journal
Plant Pathology
Molecular Plant Pathology
Both journals
No journal
 Synergy (only taken with a journal)

Number
469 (517)
207 (179)
90 (89)
22 (22)
90 (72)

There appears to be a trend towards new members taking Molecular Plant Pathology as their journal, rather than Plant Pathology. 

How time flies. It only seems like yesterday that Adrian Newton was assuring me that the Membership Secretary’s job would be no trouble at all, only to burst out laughing the minute he thought I was out of earshot. And yet, it was an astonishing five years ago and my tenure as Membership Secretary is now at an end. I have to say that the job has had its share of trouble and stress1. The time when Blackwell deleted all Plant Pathology subscribers without telling anyone remains fresh in my mind. As does the time when Barclays decided to deduct direct debits in pence, rather than pounds. However, all in all, I’ve enjoyed it. BSPP members are a nice bunch of people to deal with and I always appreciated the way that subscriptions often came in with a cheery note, or even Christmas card, attached. As Nigel Hardwick once remarked to me, regarding his time as President, it is a privilege to be able to serve the Society.  It only remains for me to thank you for your continued courtesy in the face of my many inefficiencies and to wish my successor, Emily Taylor, all the best in her new role.

Kevin O’Donnell

13 December, 2001

1Emily Taylor may be surprised to find the words ‘trouble’ and ‘stress’ mentioned in connection with her new role, as they were omitted from the glowing job description I provided her with. Fortunately, by the time she reads this it will be too late for her to do anything about it. Never mind Emily – at least you’re not Programme Secretary. 

