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End of Year Report 2001

Molecular Plant Pathology is the leading new journal in the molecular biology of plant disease edited by the British Society for Plant Pathology and published by Blackwell Science.

We have just completed our second successful year at Molecular Plant Pathology (MPP).  All 6 issues were published in 2001, and in 2002 all issues will be published to schedule in their cover month.
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MPP has already established an international reputation and profile which is reflected in the geographical origins of the paper published during 2001.

UK   15%
USA   19%
Europe   35%
RoW   31%

A popular feature of the journal have been the Pathogen Profiles which provide an up to-date overview on the latest research on a particular pathogen.  As part of a collaboration between BSPP and Blackwells, Pathogen Profiles published in MPP have now been made freely available to the scientific community.  Summaries of Pathogen Profiles are made available on the BSPP WEB site, with links to download the full articles from the Blackwells Molecular Plant Pathology web site.

The original aims for MPP were to have rapid review and publication times.  We are proud to say that the average number of weeks to conditional acceptance is 4-5 weeks, with time to publication 10 weeks.

Editorial Standards

Thanks to a fantastic team of Senior Editors, backed by the hard work and support of our Editorial Board, editorial standards have been kept high through 2001.  The profile of MPP, with high editorial standards combined with quality production, has now been established within the scientific community.

It is often said that the quality of a paper can be judged by the quality of the papers that subsequently cite it.  We are pleased to see that MPP papers are being cited regularly in such journals as PNAS, Nature, Plant Cell, The Plant Journal, Plant Molecular Biology, Molecular Microbiology, MPMI, Trends in Plant Science, Gene etc.

Circulation

The journal has been a runaway success with BSPP members since its inception.  The member circulation is now around half that of the Society’s very successful Plant Pathology journal.  When subscriptions by members are combined with institutional and on-line consortium deals, MPP now has a global circulation of around 1500,  an amazing achievement after less than 2 years

Summary

In 2001 we have maintained our high editorial standards, along with rapid review and publication times.  In 2002 our aim is to build on these success by increasing the numbers of quality papers published in MPP and by increasing the number of institutes subscribing to the journal worldwide.
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