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New Disease Reports (NDR) has exceeded all expectations during its second year.

Initially when the journal was launched in December 1999 we anticipated ca. 20 submissions per year.  Following on from 24 submissions in 2000 I have received an overwhelming 57 submissions from around the world in 2001.

In total 12 papers originated in the UK with the remaining coming from all parts of the globe.  Thirty one submissions were for fungi, 16 viral, 7 bacterial and 3 phytoplasma reports.

The decision taken to publish NDRs twice-yearly in Plant Pathology resulted in 5 being published in the June issue and a record 21 in the December issue.  One of these was submitted in 2000, the remainder during 2001.  There are still 17 outstanding reports, 3 of which the authors plan to resubmit (having submitted all 3 as one report due to a language problem…), the remainder are pending action from the authors or editors.  Seven papers were rejected during the year compared to 4 in 2000.

Costs of New Disease Reports have been kept to a minimum.  A request at the summer 2001 BSPP meeting for some form of assistance for the Senior Editor resulted in much discussion and a financial case was requested by the President.  This is still to be addressed.

The editorial board has increased from 11 to 12 editors with the retirement of Dr Jim Waller and the recruitment of Dr Nina Shishkoff and Mr Gary Peterson to edit mycology papers.  The breakdown of editors by discipline is now 4 mycology, with 3 each for phytoplasmas and virology, and 2 for bacteriology.  For those papers submitted during 2001 turnaround time has varied considerably between papers but generally speaking, the authors and editors have worked well together achieving relatively rapid publication.

The webmanager, Dr John Clarkson is to be congratulated for the speedy and efficient way in which he has processed papers for publication on the BSPP web.  Similarly thanks must go to Dr Richard Shattock and Mrs Jenny Shattock for their work on ensuring the accepted papers are published on time and in an attractive format in Plant Pathology.  The addition of details of the Editorial Board for NDR to the inside cover of Plant Pathology and for instructions for authors at the back of the journal has been a very positive move, reflected by the increased number of submissions.

I am now entering the third and final year of my Senior Editorship of this journal and wish to congratulate all those involved in fulfilling a need that has been wanting since the demise of New or Unusual Records.  I will be seeking a replacement Senior Editor during the year (with a diligent approach), as I envisage New Disease Reports will continue to grow in popularity.

Claire Sansford
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