End of Year Publicity report 2001

In 2000 BSPP embraced a “new image”, with a change in colour of BSPP publications from blue to green.  The web site was re-vamped using the new “style guide” and new membership leaflets and publicity material were produced for the 2000 presidential meeting.

During 2001, the publicity effort aimed to build on the previous year’s achievements and focussed on producing new display material, promoting the work of the society at conferences and establishing whether the society was fulfilling members needs:

1.  Two “banners” were produced for use at BSPP stands at conferences, to promote the work of the society and to encourage people to join BSPP.  They were used for the first time at the Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions (MPMI) meeting in USA in summer 2001.

2.  In addition to the MPMI meeting, BSPP stands were erected and manned at the Scottish Mycology and Plant Pathology meeting in Edinburgh in May, at the Sclerotinia workshop at CSL in July and the Molecular Biology of Fungal Pathogens meeting at Ambleside in September.

3.  A questionnaire was distributed to members by post and via the web site.  Completed questionnaires were received from 144 members. Emerging findings have been communicated to members via the newsletter.  There was support for the society and its current role, with some proposals for expanded roles/activities.  The Board will ensure these views are taken into account during 2002.  Sabine Bannixa from the University of Saskatchewan won the £50 prize draw.
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