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Board meetings 2001:

The BSPP Board met four times during 2001; February, May, July and November, and the July meeting was preceded by the Annual Business Meeting of the British Society for Plant Pathology as a Limited Company. The July meeting of the Board was also the time when the Annual Returns are made, both to the Charity Commissioners and Companies House. 

The February Board meeting was held at the Novartis Foundation. Dr Jane Thompson, the Archivist, attended the meeting and brought the Board up to date with the condition of the archives which are kept at the University of Reading in the office of Dr Mike Shaw. The finances of the Society are discussed at every Board meeting. These discussions are lead by Dr Simon Archer, the Treasurer. At the February meeting, the financial impacts on the Society of electronic access to journals was raised. This item was also discussed extensively at subsequent Board meetings in the year. At the May meeting, the Treasurer reported that the Society would only have a very small surplus for the year 2001. At the November meeting the Treasurer pointed out that the income from Plant Pathology was static on a year on year basis. He also led a discussion on the ‘Identification of risks to the effective operation of the BSPP’. It was pointed out that the Society needed to plan to prevent dishonesty, incompetence or incapacity in the future.  It was agreed that a plan would be put in place during 2002. The finances of the journal Molecular Plant Pathology were discussed later during the November meeting. 

Dr Archer also represents the Society on the BCPC Council and he reported regularly on their work through out the year. 
The Membership Secretary, Dr Kevin O’Donnell, also gives a report each Board meeting. During the course of the year, the Society membership reached 800. Editors of Journals were offered free membership and the entire membership was entered onto a Microsoft Access database, which has facilitated communication with members via email and eased the work for the Membership Secretary for the future. 2001 was Dr O’Donnell’s last term of office and there were discussions s to who would replace him in 2002. 

Dr Mark Hocart, the Programme Secretary also gave reports at each meeting. Discussion centred around the very successful meeting at Wye in December 2000. The decision was taken not to hold a Presidential Meeting in December 2001. Some advance planning was done for the Presidential Meeting in July 2002. During the year, the BSPP also gave sponsorship money to several conferences including the ‘Powdery Mildew’ workshop and the postgraduate workshop ‘Molecular Biology of Fungal Plant Pathogens’. 
The Secretary, Dr Avice Hall also presented a report at each meeting. Her reports cover the routine work of running the Society as a Limited Company and Registered Charity. This involves regular communication with both Companies House and the Charity Commissioners. In addition, Dr Hall led discussion in order to compile a list of job responsibilities for each Board member. Dr Hall also represented the BSPP at the Affiliated Societies meetings of the Institute of Biology and took part in some of the discussion about the proposed “Biofederation” of learned societies. 

At the end of 2001 the official address of the Society changed. 
Each Board meeting also contains reports from the Senior Editors of Plant Pathology and New Disease Reports and from the Editor in Chief of Molecular Plant Pathology. The steady success of Plant Pathology and the increasing success of New Disease Reports were noted during the year. The Board spent a considerable amount of time discussing the progress of Molecular Plant Pathology.

The Travel, Education, Fellowship and Publicity committees also reported to each Board meeting. In the course of the year, new publicity material was designed and purchased and a questionnaire was sent to all members.

Elections:

Over the summer elections for the position of Vice president were held. As a result, Dr Stuart Wale was elected Vice president, with effect from 1st January 2002.
Thank you:

The Society would like to thank all outgoing members of the Board for the dedicated work that they have done, which enables the Society to run smoothly. The Programme Secretary Dr Mark Hocart and the Membership Secretary Dr Kevin O’Donnell, both retired after 5 years in office at the end of 2001. The Secretary, on behalf of the Board, would like to thank both Drs Hocart and O’Donnell for their great efforts on behalf of the Society during the past five years. Thanks are also due to Prof. Christopher Gilligan, the BSPP President for 2001, for chairing Board meetings though out the year. New members for 2002 were in place for the November meeting, with Dr Matthew Dickinson to replace Dr Mark Hocart as Programme Secretary and Dr Emily Taylor to replace Dr Kevin O’Donnell as Membership Secretary. 
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