
BSPP Policy and Publicity Officer Role 
 
We propose to appoint a part time Policy and Publicity Officer who has a solid 
background in plant pathology and communication and would be responsible for 
taking initiative for implementing policy and outreach: 
 

1) Monitoring and drafting responses to the various approaches made to the 
society by other professional bodies and ensuring that the BSPP board 
discusses these issues and makes rapid decisions where necessary. 

2) Looking for opportunities to publicise plant pathology in reaction to hearings 
from other bodies and introducing these to the board.  

3) Liaising with major media outlets (press and broadcast) to inform of major 
events and developments in plant health, nationally and world-wide. 
 

The main focus of the role will be communication to the bioscience community 
including: members, potential members, journal authors and readers, and the 
general public. The successful candidate will use their initiative to develop the role, 
so as to achieve the following aims: 

 Improved communication with members, the broader plant pathology 
community internationally and the general public. 

 Improved ‘cross-fertilisation’ of information between the BSPP and other 
organisations.  

 Promotion of the subject of plant pathology.  
 
The immediate tasks are listed below and the successful candidate will be expected 
to propose additional activities. 

 Ensuring the BSPP’s web site communicates a positive and comprehensive 
picture of the Society, in liaison with the BSPP’s Secretary, Web Manager and 
presidium. 

 Liaising with the Web Manager and newsletter editor to ensure that the media 
are up to date with items like BSPP meetings, grants, prize winners etc, ‘meet 
the scientist’ articles, profiles of academic departments, profiles of prize 
winners, as well as any broader news. 

 Creating an expert database available to give expert opinion on questions 
posed to establish the society as the obvious and reliable “exchange” for 
responding to problems arising.  

 Writing a blog and using twitter to communicate the BSPP-mediated 
responses. 

 Communicating via Twitter and any other relevant social media to improve the 
profile of the BSPP and its journals, working in liaison with members and 
editors as appropriate. 

 Communication with Wiley to ensure that authors, readers and editors are 
aware of the BSPP’s activities. 

 Communication with Wiley to ensure that any newsworthy journal articles are 
publicised to the science community, the media and/or the public in a timely 
and effective way. 

 Communication with sister societies (e.g., the umbrella organisations, EFPP, 
ISPP, EPSO, APS, Australsian, CPS, the Danish Society - DSPS) to ensure 
that they publicise the BSPP appropriately and that any relevant news from 
them is communicated to the BSPP’s members. 



 Liaison with BSPP Committee members, Wiley, the BSPP’s ‘VirtualCEO’, the 
Royal Society of Biology and any other relevant personnel. 

 Monitoring and analysing outcomes.  
 Communicating with the press. 
 Developing position statements for the BSPP on plant pathology related 

issues arising from Government policy, public interest or similar. 
 Attend four BSPP board meetings when requested and present a report on 

activates. 
 

The Policy and Publicity Officer will be engaged as a freelance.   
It is anticipated that the role will require about 2½ days a week on an ongoing basis 
(probably variable throughout the year). The role may expand beyond that, if 
successful, at the discretion of the BSPP Board. The hourly rate is £20.00/hour 
claimed via time sheets up to a maximum of £20,000 per year. The role will be home 
based, but will involve occasional travel. Reasonable additional expenses e.g. travel, 
printing etc. will also be reimbursed. 
 
Applications should include a CV and an expression of interest cover letter and be 
sent to secretary@bspp.org.uk and copied to president@bspp.org.uk. 
 
The closing date for applications is 31-10-2019. Interviews will be held in November. 
The successful candidate will start as soon as they are available. 
 


