
Supported by the British Society for Plant Pathology 

W R I T E  N O W !  

A three day residential practical workshop on  
popular writing about plant health 

7 – 9 April, 2020 | Oxon Hoath, Kent 
 

WRITE NOW! is aimed at postgraduate students and early career researchers. We welcome applications 
from plant pathologists and others with a shared interest in communicating the successes, challenges 
and future of plant health. The workshop is inspired by the International Year of Plant Health and is 
part of the BSPP’s on-going drive to provide practical training. 

Based at Oxon Hoath, a lovely country house in Kent, you’ll learn how to develop writing skills and use 
photos to best effect. We’ll discuss a wide range of publishing formats, from short illustrated articles to 
blogs, educational and advisory material (fact sheets). 

Course tutors Eric Boa and Jeffery Bentley will work closely with each participant to convey clear 
messages in an attractive way. We’ll share our wide experience in helping people express themselves and 
how to showcase their work and that of others in compelling narratives. 

We’ll consider all aspects of plant health, from basic to applied research, practical aspects and policy 
issues. Potential topics to write about could include the threat of new pests and diseases, the potential 
of new technologies; the significance of climate change to plant health, translating scientific 
information into practical advice for farmers, or the impact of major outbreaks on people, agriculture 
and the natural environment. 

We’re open to all ideas and will discuss what you’ll write about at the  workshop. You’ll be given short 
practical exercises and we’ll share tips on writing, photography and design. At the end of the workshop 
we’ll combine short articles you’ve written into a book. We hope to publish a number of blogs on the 
BSPP website. We will print copies of the book for each of you and discuss how to do this on a limited 
budget. 

Guest contributors to the workshop include Chris Young, the editor of The Garden. He’ll talk about 
his experiences of managing the UK’s leading horticultural magazine, commissioning articles and 
publishing in general. We’re also hoping, subject to availability, to have a professional photographer 
share tips and insights on using photographs to tell stories.  

Interested? Come and join us! See below for more details. 

Dates and times: 7 – 9 April (start after lunch on 
Tuesday, finish early afternoon Thursday) 

Venue: Oxon Hoath, Hadlow, nr Tonbridge, Kent. 
Good road, rail and air links (Gatwick). 

Participants: maximum of 17 places available 

Cost: £220 for BSPP members; £260 for non-
members. Includes full board and all materials. 

Booking: see BSPP website for details of how to 
apply. 

Contact details: Eric Boa is based in London. email: 
e.boa@abdn.ac.uk; mobile: 07729277623. 

Further reading: see the ResearchGate accounts of 
Eric Boa and Jeffery Bentley and search for Revealing 
Success; and A Passion for Video. Jeffery Bentley 
blogs regularly at www.agroinsight.com. See also the 
peer-reviewed paper: ‘The snowman outline: facts 
sheets by extensionists for farmers” and other 
articles we’ve published over the years. 


