
O u r  P l a n t s ,  O u r  F u t u r e  
University of Birmingham, 6 – 8 December 2021 

Prepared by Eric Boa, 14 October 2021 

Programme: first announcement 
This meeting is being held jointly by the British Society for Plant Pathologists and the European 
Foundation of Plant Pathologists. We are still finalising further sessions of offered papers on a diverse 
range of plant health-related topics. 

Professor Gideon Henderson, Chief Scientific Advisor to the UK Department of Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs will give the opening talk on ‘Plants and Net Zero. 

Monday, 6 December 

Session 1: EMERGING CHALLENGES 

Addressing key issues highlighted in the International Year of Plant Health, Nicola Spence, will 
examine plant health science and policy in the UK. Followed by Sarah Gurr and a discussion of 
emerging pests and diseases. Saskia Hogenhout will give an overview of Xylella, a major threat in 
Europe, carried out as part of the BRIGIT project. Chris Gilligan will discuss the success of 
modelling in predicting and preparing for plant epidemics. 

Session 2: PEST RISKS, INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND THE CLIMATE CRISIS 

Nick Talbot will talk about scientific developments and responses to new pests and diseases, while 
Neil Boonham will report on new surveillance technologies for tracking their advance and spread. 
The movement of plants as part of the international horticultural trade and plant health risks will be 
explored by Pippa Greenwood. 

Session 3: COMBATTING PLANT HEALTH PROBLEMS 

Finding solutions and reducing losses caused by plant health problems is of increasing urgency. 
Richard Buggs will talk about ‘genetic solutions to ash dieback and emerald ash borer’. Ruth Bryant 
will look at the contribution of plant breeding while Jonathan Jones will consider the zigzag road to 
developing durable disease resistance. Phil Taylor will present the findings of a global review of 
fungicide recommendations. 

Tuesday, 7 December 

Session 4: FRAMING POLICIES AND STRATEGIES IN PLANT HEALTH 

The only constant is change. Speakers will consider how we need to adapt to new circumstances and 
opportunities. Diane Saunders will talk about ‘new crops, new genes and new pests’, followed by 
Gerry Saddler and Ian Toth on the innovative Scottish Plant Health Centre.  

Session 5: BEYOND PESTICIDES 

The search for ways to reduce the dependency on pesticides continues. Dick Shaw will reveal 
progress being made in the UK and around the world on work done by CABI and partners. 
Katherine Denby will talk about novel biocontrol methods. Alessandra de Souza (Brazil) will present 
work on developing control methods against Xylella, also part of the BRIGIT project. Other speakers 
(to be confirmed) will continue the theme of developing alternatives to pesticides and showing how 
well they work. 

Session 6: RAISING WIDER AWARENESS OF PLANT HEALTH 

Good progress has been made in bringing to wider attention the importance of plant health. Ralf 
Lopian will talk about the International Year for Plant Health and its contribution to raising 
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awareness. Jo Rodgers will outline contributions made by Access Agriculture and its legions of 
collaborators and users to going beyond the science and making a real difference in tackling plant 
health problems. With over half a million members, plant health scientists at the Royal 
Horticultural Society have a grand mission to raise awareness amongst the UK public (and beyond). 
We hope to have a speaker describe the current work of the RHS. 

Wednesday, 8 December 

Session 7: CREATING PLANT HEALTH PARTNERSHIPS 

Cambria Finegold will talk about the Global Burden of Crop Loss initiative and building the 
alliances necessary to gather and generate information. Neil Boonham will report on the 
CONNECTED network, plant viruses and their vectors. A speaker from the Crop Health and 
Protection (CHAP) agri-tech centre will talk about their approach to bringing together research, 
advisory services and businesses to transform crop systems. 

Session 8: TREE HEALTH AND RESILIENT LANDSCAPES 

As the pivotal role of trees in the renewal of natural landscapes increases so, too, the need to ensure 
their continuing health. Lisa Smith and Anna Brown will introduce and discuss the UK’s tree health 
resilience strategy. Estrella Luna-Diez will talk about the work of her team on different aspects of tree 
health while Steve Woodward will highlight the ‘real risks and looming threats’ of a growing array of 
health problems. 

Other events 

• Offered papers by researchers from across Europe on recent plant pathology research. 

• RK Wood Prize: guest lecture by Sophien Kamoun 

• Poster sessions 

• PH Gregory Competition (student presentations) 

• JH Colhoun Competition (posters 

• Sponsor stands 

• Photographic exhibition 


