
PLANT PATHOLOGY 2025 
BSPP Plant Pathology 2025 and ECPP 2025 Programme 
 
All talks & breaks take place in Exchange Building, Jubilee Campus, University of 
Nottingham, NG81BB 
 
ECPP 2025 Tuesday, 9 September 
Room C3, Exchange Building, Jubilee Campus, University of Nottingham 
 

08:30 Registration  

09:25 Welcome and Introduction – Matt Dickinson 

 SESSION 1: Chair Matt Dickinson 

09:30 
Lisa E. Lamberte; A forward genetics approach to investigate gain of virulence in 

Zymoseptoria tritici against the resistant wheat cultivar Cougar 

09:45 
Abdelrahman M Qutb; Proximity labelling for detection of effector-receptor interactions 

in the Nicotiana benthamiana apoplast 

10:00 
Najeeb Ullah; The XopG2 effector defines Race 5 in Xanthomonas campestris pv. 

campestris and is recognised by a Brassica oleracea resistance locus on chromosome 3 

10:15 

Andrea Vadillo-Dieguez;  Sweet but Psycho? A novel Type III Effector Protein, with two 

putative enzymatic domains, is enriched in Pseudomonas syringae isolated from Prunus 

avium 

10:30 Chloe Harper; Oxidative stress tolerance in the plant pathogen Pseudomonas syringae 

10:45 Tarhan Ibrahim; A helper NLR targets organellar membranes to trigger immunity 

11:00 Coffee 

 SESSION 2: Chair Katherine Denby 

11:30 
Saleem Mohammed; Exploring UV-C radiation for Induced Resistance against 

Ramularia collo-cygni in barley 

11:45 
Rebecca Lowry Palmer; Harnessing Bdellovibrio bacteriovorus as a Biocontrol Agent 

Against Pseudomonas syringae in Tomato Plants 

12:00 
KEYNOTE TALK 

Publishing in Journals – Rosie Trice and Sophia Brockley, John Wiley & Sons Limited 

12.30 Lunch 

 SESSION 3 Chair Trisna Tungadi 

13:30 Thomas M. Adams; The Potato Pan-NLRome 

13.45 Yue Lin Loh; Tiled amplicon sequencing as a diagnostic tool to indicate virus viability 

14:00 
Elin Falla; Repellent or trap companion plants can control non-persistently transmitted 

plant viruses: a mathematical model. 

14:15 
Katherine Wheeler; Elucidating conserved gene regulatory networks controlling lettuce 

response to Botrytis cinerea 

14.30 
Faheem Uddin Rajer: Harnessing the Biocontrol Potential of Bacillus cabrialesii FA26 for 

Sustainable Soilborne Disease Management 

14.45 
Said El-Hassan; Antifungal metabolites of the beneficial-microbe Trichoderma hamatum 

ΔhepA 
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15:00 Coffee 

 SESSION 4 Chair Mahmut Tӧr 

15:30 
Amy J Webster; Comparative Genomics Reveal the Diversification of an Oomycete 

Pathogen Infecting Endemic Trees on Saint Helena 

15:45 
Daisy Crowson; Evidence for heritable genetic variation in resistance to Phytophthora 

austrocedri in natural juniper populations 

16:00 
Michelle Thompson; Developing and validating HTS surveillance methodology for 

detecting plant nursery pathogens 

16:15 Rutika Sansaria; Characterizing RePat Genes Function During Bacterial Infection 

16:30 
Gizem Unal; Silencing Peronospora viciae f. sp. pisi: A New RNA-Based Strategy to 

Combat Downy Mildew in Peas 

16:45 
Conor Copeland; Novel Genetic Markers and Candidate Genes for Septoria Tritici 

Blotch Resistance in Wheat 

17:00 Poster Session 

18.30 

Themed Talk: Room C3, Exchange Building 

Paul Dyer ‘Cheese with a Fungal Sex and Plant Pathology Twist’ with cheese samples 

Themed talk – Paul Dyer on cheese making (with cheese samples) 

19:00 Dinner – Atrium 
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Applied Plant Pathology in Agriculture APPA, Tuesday, 9 September 
LT2, Exchange Building, Jubilee Campus, University of Nottingham 
 

08:30 Registration  

09:25 Welcome and Introduction – Geraint Parry 

 SESSION 1 – Chaired by James Fortune 

09:30 Faye Richie; Oilseed rape disease management: are we ready for the future? 

10:00 Helen Bates; Using nanopore sequencing to characterise the range of fungicide 

resistance mutations in field populations of the foliar wheat pathogen Zymoseptoria tritici 

10:15 Ashleigh Holmes; Application of a bacteriocin-based treatment to protect seed potatoes 

from blackleg disease and tuber soft rot. 

10:30 Aimee Fowkes; Using High Throughput Sequencing to Resolve Diagnostics Challenges 

in Plant Virology 

10:45 Amjad Shahzad Gonndal; Endophytic Bacteria Colonized on Agricultural Wastes 

Suppress Early Blight and Enhance Tomato Growth 

11:00 Coffee 

 SESSION 2 – Chaired by Rumiana Ray 

11:30 Alistair Wright; IPM in action – Delivering the details to protect the UK’s sugar beet crop 

12:00 James Fortune; Rotten Luck: Fighting Fusarium from Soil to Store 

12:15 Lawrence Bramham; Pursuing improved knowledge of UK barley yellow dwarf virus 

(BYDV) variation for robust yet deployable diagnostics 

12:30 Lunch 

 SESSION 3 – Chaired by Jon West 

13:30 Rumiana Ray; Mechanistic insights into Ryd4-conferred resistance to Barley yellow dwarf 

virus and the bird cherry-oat aphid (Rhopalosiphum padi (L.)) in hybrid barley 

14:00 John Bonkowski; Vascular Streak Dieback (VSD) in Woody Ornamental Crops in the 

USA: an Update on Collaborative Research and Extension Efforts 

14:15 Mojgan Rabiey; Impact of phage therapy on Pseudomonas syringae pv. syringae and 

plant microbiome dynamics through coevolution and field experiments 

14:30 Katherine Steele; The commercialization conundrum: can Sarpo potatoes ever become 

part of the solution to reduced input production? 

14:45 Don Leon Pendergrast; Evaluation of Aureobasidium pullulans as a control for Canker 

and Ginger blotch in Parsnips. 

15:00 Coffee 

 SESSION 4 – Chaired by James Fortune 

15:30 Xiangming Xu; Developing and implementing sustainable strategies for managing fruit 

crop diseases. 
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16:00 Adela Gaja Jezierska-Suwinska; By the Order of the Root: Plant Signals in Nematode 

Parasitism 

16:15 Jonathan West; Using Rotorod spore traps for crop disease monitoring 

16:30 Elsie Emmanuel Olatunji; Identification of Resistance Alleles in Tomato in Breeding 

against Early Blight (Alternaria spp.) 

16:45 Fahimeh Jami; A serious threat to papaya production in South Africa: Phytophthora 

palmivora 

17:00 Poster Session  

18.30 Themed Talk: Room C3, Exchange Building 

Paul Dyer ‘Cheese with a Fungal Sex and Plant Pathology Twist’ with cheese samples 

Themed talk – Paul Dyer on cheese making (with cheese samples) 

19:00 Dinner – Atrium 
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PPATH 2025 Wednesday, 10 September 
LT2, Exchange Building, Jubilee Campus, University of Nottingham  

08:00 Registration  

 SESSION 1 Chair Richard Oliver, BSPP Programme Secretary 

09:30 Presidential address Matt Dickinson; Overcoming a lack of culture 

10:00 Peter Scott Memorial Lecture 

Evans Lagudah; Durable resistance to a global wheat pathosystem: ‘backbone’ and 

‘muscle’ R genes scorecard 

10:45 Coffee 

11:15 Leena Tripathi; Genome Editing of banana for disease resistance 

11:45 Ruth Bryant; Biological fungicides – Is there potential for mainstream use on cereals?  

12:15 Reem Aboukhaddour; Evolution of stripe rust lineages in Canada 

12:30 Luca Cornetti; Improved field and environmental diagnostics for sustainable pest 

management  

12:45 Jens Tilsner; Can viral negative sense RNA replication intermediates be visualised in 

vivo? 

13:00 Lunch and AGM 

 SESSION 2 Chair tbc 

14:00 Ronnie de Jonge; Dissecting mechanisms of root microbiota establishment using 

beneficial microbes and synthetic communities 

14:30 Matevz Papp-Rupar; Factors affecting apple microbiome and its potential role in apple 

canker management caused by Neonectria ditissima 

15:00 Ziyue Zeng; Genomic surveillance of an epiphytic plant pathogen highlights shared 

reservoirs and cross-habitat threats to agricultural crops and wild plants 

15:15 Erh-Min Lai; Enhancing Agrobacterium-mediated genome editing in Arabidopsis 

through floral stage optimization and immunity evasion 

15:30 Coffee  

16:00 PH Gregory Competition talks (see next page)  

17:30 Poster Session  

19:30 Conference Dinner  
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 PH Gregory Talks 

  Session Chair Mojgan Rabiey 

16:00 Jade van Wijk; Using AirSeq for cereal rust surveillance to prevent crop infection  

16:10 Alexander Featherstone; Identification of essential components for protein secretion 

in Zymoseptoria tritici  

16:20 Rita Lawson; Assessment of Fusarium graminearum infection and mycotoxin 

accumulation in UK winter wheat varieties under controlled inoculated and field trial  

16:30 Hyeonmin Jeong; Lineage-specific divergence of an immune chaperone complex 

important for NLR-based immunity in land plants  

16:40 Maniruzzaman Maniruzzaman; Interactions between Faba bean and its Botrytis 

pathogens   

16:50 Emily L. Van Brabant; Race variants within Fusarium oxysporum f.sp. lactucae 

causing wilt disease of lettuce  

17:00 Prathamesh Pawar; Intraspecific variation in in vitro antagonism of 183 wild 

Aureobasidium pullulans strains against Colletotrichum acutatum 

17:10 Vanja Milenkovic; When drought meets disease: a metabolic key to Acute Oak Decline 

17:20 Aftab Ahmad; The RNAi machinery revealed and validated through Spray Induced 

Gene Silencing (SIGS) in a group of hyperparasitic fungi (Ampelomyces spp.), 

biocontrol agents of important crop pathogens 
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PPATH 2025 Thursday, 11 September 
Artificial Intelligence Revolution in Plant Pathology: Paralell Session: LT2, Exchange Building 

 

Induced Resistance and its role in enhancing plant health within the framework of Integrated 

Pest Management (IPM): Paralell Session: C3 Exchange Building 

 Artificial Intelligence Revolution in Plant Pathology: Paralell Session 

09:15 Introduction & Session Chair Adam Kleczkowski 

09:20 Adam Kleczkowski; Artificial Intelligence Revolution in Plant Health – a Brief 

Introduction 

09:50 Srikanth Rupavatharam; Using AI at Farmer’s level: last-mile-delivery of Plant Health 

Management. 

10:20 Vojtěch Mikeš; Automated Plant Disease Detection with 3D Spectral Scans 

10:35 Coffee 

11:00 John Doonan; Extracting knowledge from large datasets using AI related approaches 

11:30 Jack Rich; Integrating Computer Vision and Mathematical Modelling for the 

Characterisation of Leaf Scale Disease Dynamics in Septoria Tritici Blotch of Winter 

Wheat 

11:45 Martin Urban; PHI-base 5: A new gene-centric web portal for the Pathogen-Host 

Interactions database to explore fungal virulence genes and 1st host targets 

12:00  Lunch 

 Induced Resistance and its role in enhancing plant health within the framework of 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM): Paralell Session 

09:15 Introduction & Session Chair Rosa Sanchez-Lucas  

09:20 Hans Hoenicka; Alternative Approaches for Resistance Induction in Forest Tree 

Species 

09:50 Saskia Hogenhout; Aphid effectors suppress plant immunity via recruiting defence 

proteins to processing bodies 

10:05 Isabella Frost; Biocontrol activity in Pseudomonas spp. against Pseudomonas syringae 

pv. actinidiae, linked to a novel natural product cluster 

10:20 Diana Vinchira-Villarraga; Oak vs. AOD-Associated Pathogens: Metabolic Responses 

to Host-Derived Compounds  

10:35 Coffee 

11:00 Rosa Sanchez-Lucas; Chemical priming of defence in forest health 

11:30 Lamya Majeet; Development Regulation and Molecular Mechanisms in the 

Establishment of Long-Lasting Induced Resistance 

11:45 Erin Stroud; Long-distance defence signalling is modulated by jasmonic acid and 

abscisic acid in Arabidopsis thaliana. 

12:00 Lunch 
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 PPATH Main Session 

 Session Chair Matt Dickinson 

13:00 Jan van Kan; How (not) to control diseases caused by Botrytis 

13:30 Andrew Armitage; Botrytis crown rot: A reemerging disease of strawberry in protected 

cropping? 

13:45 Helen Cockerton; Host and tissue specific plant pathogen interactions in horticultural 

powdery mildews 

14:15 Chih-Hang Wu; Spatiotemporally resolved organelle dynamics in resistosome-mediated 

hypersensitive cell death  

14:30 Coffee  

15:00 RKS Wood - Paul Birch; The Outs and Ins of RXLR effectors 

15:45 Final Remarks and departure  


